March 16™ Meeting

Don Paul will present his
wildlife experiences during “An
Auto Tour of Alaska, Summer
0f2009”. Don is a Utah
Division of Wildlife Resources
retired biologist and a specialist
in migratory birds and has
traveled extensively throughout
North America. 7:00 PM at the
Ogden Nature Center (966 W
i

April 20™ Meeting

Dr. Dan Bedford, a Weber State
University professor, will
discuss “Global Warming and
Utah’s Birds”. A timely
discussion on the future of our
planet due to a changing
atmosphere as a result of man-
caused pollution and its
possible effects. 7:00 PM at the
Ogden Nature Center (966 W
i

Come and bring a
friend!

Don't forget
Tundra Swan Day!
Salt Creek WMA

March 13
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

(See Calendar, page 7,
for details)
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FALTH DAY TUDRNS 402

Keith Evans loves to reminisce. Recently, we listened to Keith’s ramblings
about the first Earth Day. The discussion was interesting and flowing as if the
first Earth Day was only a couple years removed. We reminded Keith (and
also Jack Rensel) that the first Earth Day was on April 22, 1970 — wow, the
last 40 years sure flew by. April 22 was the chosen date as the first day of
spring is symbolic of a new beginning. We encourage our members to think
about 1970 and what has happened since the first Earth Day. If you were born
after 1970, talk to a grandparent. Hopefully some of these ramblings will
provide educational fodder. The first Earth Day was considered a great
success with an estimated 20 million people participating. Currently, over
500 million people participate throughout 180 countries. In 1970, Dr. Barry
Commoner worried about human population levels and predicted the human
population would reach 7.5 billion by 2000 — we are only slightly over 6
billion. Dr. Commoner also thought the carrying capacity of earth was 6-8
billion humans. This gives us another statistic to ponder. Keith’s 1970
experience was on a college campus and the headline in the town’s newspaper
the next day was, “Final Exam Question: Can Man Survive?” We
immediately pondered how “final” the referenced “final exam” was. Even if
40 years seems like a short time, many changes have occurred. First, none of
the speakers posted their speeches on the internet, Facebook, or Twitter,
illustrating the vast changes in communications technology. At the grocery
store, chickens were $0.55 per pound and steak was $1.25 per pound.
Atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO,) levels were at 325 ppm (parts per million);
now they approach 390 ppm. The earth travels 1.6 million miles around the
sun each year, so in 40 years we have traveled 64 million miles not counting
trips to Antelope Island State Park. Our public land management agencies
spend much more time on planning, analysis, computer simulation, and
litigation than in 1970. Are we spending too much time on problems and not
enough on solutions? What will the “hot” topic be at the 2050 Earth Day?

HAVE A GREAT EARTH DAY 2010 BY CELEBRATING, PLANNING A
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE, AND PONDERING THE PAST!
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About Us: The Wasatch Audubon Society is an association
of people who share an interest in birds, all natural things,
and Utah’s varied habitats. Our goals include: educating
ourselves and others about wildlife and the natural
environment; enjoying the out-of-doors in fellowship with
others who share similar values; fostering an appreciation of
wildlife and understanding of ecological principles;
promoting opportunities for the public to see and appreciate
birds and bird habitats, and influencing public policy toward

a conservation ethic. You might also want to visit our
website at: http://www.wasatchaudubon.org

Newsletter Articles: Items for the next newsletter are due by
the 20th of the month prior to the newsletter date. Send
letters, articles or comments to Rich Kennedy, 1184 W.
Pleasant View Dr., Pleasant View, Utah 84414 or by email
to: geoteck@hotmail.com

President's Pipeline

When | first arrived in Utah, anytime | mentioned
wanting to check out the Great Salt Lake | was met
with derision: “It stinks, too many mosquitoes, too
many flies.” From those reports, it did not sound very
inviting so | passed. Eventually I developed a strong
appreciation for the lake, after participating in the GSL
Waterbird Survey for four summers and living in close
proximity to the lake for the last 20 years.

Historically, the Great Salt Lake has never been well
understood or valued by the general public. It was
generally seen as a place to exploit, control or modify.
As a result, the public tolerated exploitation of the lake
resources without much oversight. Mineral extraction
was achieved via evaporation ponds. Exploratory oil
wells were drilled. Brine shrimp were harvested.
Because everything eventually flows toward the lake,
it was and still is the recipient of industrial and human
waste. And all this was pretty much okay because
nobody went to the lake... “too many flies and
mosquitoes.”

There were some ideas to make the place more
hospitable. One state legislator proposed making the
south end of the lake a fresh water lake suitable for
fishing, boating and swimming. Somebody else
proposed that the DWR put a flock of flamingos out at
the lake as a way of increasing tourism.

Public perception of the Great Salt Lake started to
change when two things happened: first was the
establishment of Antelope Island State Park. Now the
public could access the lake, observe its abundant bird
life, appreciate its stark beauty and realize that it
wasn’t all that smelly and buggy after all. The second
was that Terry Tempest-Williams wrote the book,
Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place, in
which she discussed the impact of the wet years of the
early 1980s on the lake birds. Public use of Antelope
Island now increases every year. The Great Salt Lake
is regarded as one of the most important bird areas in
Western North America. The Great Salt Lake Bird
Festival has become a national and internationally-
known birding event.

(Continued on Page 6)
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CONSERVATION CORNER
by Lynn Carroll

THE UTAH LEGISLATURE, WOLVES
AND YOU

The 2010 Utah legislative session has been under
way since January 25, and I’ve felt both
discouraged and fascinated by some of the early
action on the hill. You will probably have heard
about the Wolf Management Act, which has passed
in both the House and Senate.

The state has a wolf management plan,
prepared a few years ago in anticipation of
the removal of western wolves from the
endangered species list. Audubon members
participated on the Wolf Working Group,
where they resisted rules that permitted
people to kill wolves in too many
circumstances. The plan ultimately adopted
by the Wildlife Board provides that only two
packs will be allowed to make Utah home.
But here’s the rub: the wolf has only been
“delisted” in the part of the state north of I-
84 and east of I-15. The idea of two packs
in that small area is unthinkable to many.
The plan could be amended for this
situation, but the legislature preferred a law
that says that no wolf pack will be allowed
to form in the area under state control until
the wolf is delisted in the whole state. That
allowed them to include statements about
the Fish and Wildlife Service’s lack of
response to official letters from the state.

By the way, I was able to listen to what they
were saying in committee or floor debate
without going to Salt Lake City; it’s
available right over the internet. Go to
http://le.utah.gov. You can enter the
number, subject or sponsor of a bill to get to
a page that tells its status, shows what
committee it was assigned to, and links to
the bill’s text and to debate in committee or
on the floor. While the legislature is
meeting, the home page shows the schedule
for the day with links to committee agendas
and live debate broadcasts. Click on the
House or Senate roster to get your

legislator’s e-mail or other contact
information.

It’s difficult to keep up with bills,
understand their importance to wildlife or
speak face-to-face with our representatives.
That’s why I’'m glad the state’s Audubon
chapters pool funds to have a Policy
Advocate on the hill. We have a new
advocate this year, Steve Erickson. He has a
long history of activism in the state, from
opposing deployment of missiles here to
representing Snake Valley ranchers fighting
to keep their water. Steve has three other
clients, so he can’t devote as much time to
our cause as we’d like, but he is very
familiar with the workings of the legislature,
unlike any of us volunteers. So the time he
does have is well spent.

The legislature will be in session through March 10.
We expect to have Steve at the spring Audubon
Council of Utah meeting, date and place to be
announced. Watch for it!

Hardware Ranch & Willow Park Zoo Field Trip
January 23, 2010
by Les Talbot

It turned out to be a cold and cloudy day, but the
trip was a big success and the seven who showed up
for it certainly enjoyed it. Paul Lombardi, Lynn
Carroll, Doug Murray, Susan Snyder, Jeanette and
Brian Nosker, and I met at Harmon’s at 6:45 AM.
The temperature at that time was 29°F and the sky
was overcast. | called Marni Lee to see what the
weather was like at the ranch. She said it was cold
and cloudy. She said the only problem we would
have with driving to the ranch would be Sardine
Pass.

Sardine was snow-packed and it was snowing.
Snowplows had been up Blacksmith Fork Canyon
so the road was fairly free of snow and ice. There
were patches of snow on the road, but most of it
was in good shape.

After we helped Marni feed the elk, she took us
back out on a regular wagon so we could get some
pictures. There were about 450 elk in the pasture.
A few bulls still had their antlers; one bull had a
rather large rack.
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I was the only one that had been to the zoo before.
Everyone was impressed with it. It has a very good
collection of birds, mostly waterfowl. It was cold
and windy at the zoo, but not bad enough that we
couldn’t enjoy it.

I was planning on having brunch at the local
McDonald’s. Paul asked if I would object if we
went to the Blue Bird instead. The Blue Bird was a
much better choice!

Several of the attendees wanted to know if we could
repeat this trip next year. If there is enough interest,
I wouldn’t mind making it an annual trip for

awhile. Let me know what you think about it.

WASATCH AUDUBON CHRISTMAS BIRD

COUNTS
by John Bellmon

A big thank you to all that participated and made
this year’s Christmas Bird Counts such a success.
In recent years we had to contend with the severe
cold front that came through a week before the
Christmas Bird Counts started. 1 know that [ am
starting to sound like a broken record, but it
happened to us again this year. Almost all of the
still water was frozen and the moving water was
partly frozen, again limiting the number of
waterfowl that were seen on each of the counts.

On the Bear River Refuge Christmas Bird Count
we had very low numbers of waterfowl because of
the hard freeze. The big surprise was a flock of 13
Gray Partridge that ran across the road in front of
us. Keith Evans got a few good pictures before they
ran away. A Cackling Goose was sighted and
added to our list for the refuge count. This was the
“swan song” for Bridget Olsen, Bear River Refuge
Wildlife Biologist; she went out on the refuge with
us for the last time before moving on in her career
to Minnesota. We all wish her well in her new
assignment there. She has been a joy to work with
over the years at the refuge. Good luck, Bridget!
Our total was 4,434 individuals counted and a total
of 51 species reported.

On the Ogden Christmas Bird Count we struggled
with the cold weather and the fog of winter. In the
western part of the count-circle, visibility was a
problem at times. A Golden-crowned Sparrow was
sighted by the Smith brothers in the Ogden Bay

area. Thanks to them and their sharp eyes! Also, a
Northern Mockingbird was seen on the eastern edge
of Ogden Bay. Our total was 28,920 individuals
counted and a total of 71 species reported.

On the Antelope Island Christmas Bird Count the
weather was better, but there was still ice
everywhere. However, with several good crews, the
New Year was off to a good start. A flock of 15
Bushtits was sighted at the Lady Finger parking lot.
This bird was new for our count list. You can never
be sure where this bird will show up. Also, there
was a large flock of Long-eared Owls sighted on the
eastern side of the island. It was an amazing sight
to see. Our total was 4,260 individuals counted and
a total of 55 species reported.

On the Morgan Christmas Bird Count a big snow
storm hit and cancelled the original date that was set
for the count. Thanks to the proud few that did
show up for the count in the storm. We had to
reschedule the count for the last official date
possible. With a small but valiant crew, we did the
count on a much better weather day. Our total was
3,086 individuals counted and a total of 47 species
reported.

A R i AN S e
\ L

Support Migratory Bird Management
Buy your Federal Duck Stamp now!
Available at the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge

or at your local Post Office
or at:

http://www.fws.gov/duckstamps/
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Members Corner

Editor’s note: Following are a few new columns/articles submitted
by our members. Each month we will have something new in this
section. Some will become regular monthly columns, while others
may be a onetime treat! Please feel free to send me your ideas,
photos, articles, etc. or anything you might like to share with the
readers of The Min. Chickadee at geoteck@hotmail.com.

Enjoy! -Rich-

HOME SWEET HOME
by Keith Evans

In addition to information on 150 birding hotspots,
the book titled, Utah’s Featured Birds and Viewing
Sites is full of information on habitat types. Is
habitat as important as size, color, wing-bars, and
bill shape for bird identification? Probably not, but
being habitat-aware sure helps. And, for the birds,
habitat is everything. This month-by-month series
is based on information from the book with a few
anecdotes to add interest.

March - West of Corinne. I’1l highlight two
habitat types for March — agriculture and open
water. Last year’s corn fields now provide food for
thousands of migrating Snow Geese with a good
number of Ross’s and Canada geese for variety.
And the open water at Salt Creek WMA provides
food and resting areas for hundreds of Tundra
Swans and many species of ducks. Tundra Swan
Day, usually the second Saturday of March,
provides an excellent excuse to get off the couch
and enjoy the out-of-doors. In addition to looking at
the “large” water loving birds, the agricultural fields
and pastures should be scanned for flocks of Horned
Lark and the occasional Lapland Longspur. During
a Swan Day event, | remember enjoying a bird
symphony at Compton’s Knoll (Salt Creek WMA).
I heard a human voice announcing that a flock of
Snow Geese were flying overhead. I was too slow
retrieving my camera for a photo. I was just getting
back to Tundra Swan stories when another call
came that the Snow Geese had turned around and
were coming back over the viewing area. Quickly I
readied my camera and took one photo as they flew
over. I was surprised when I looked at the photo and
realized it contained the images of 7 Snow and 3
Ross’s Geese. In recent years, many of us think the
numbers of Ross’s are increasing. In the past we
often looked over thousands of Snows to find one

Ross’s. On one occasion, I searched for Ross’s in a
field of mostly Snows for a couple of hours without
turning off the vehicle headlights, thus depleting the
battery. At my age, I mostly remember windows
with crank handles; however, I knew something was
wrong when my battery was too weak to roll up the
power window. I’'1l add a “thanks” to Kris for
jumper cables. Yes, birding should remain a social
activity with friends to help out when needed.

COCK OF THE ROCK
by Jay Hudson

I passed up a chance at the Cock of the Rock
(Rupicola peruviana) in the mountains of Ecuador
when I decided that my knee of many surgeries
would not survive a 4 AM trek down a root-covered
rain-slick trail into a valley, then a river crossing
and a hill climb to the lek. I resigned myself to
never seeing this bird that many consider to be in
the top 50 birds to see worldwide. The Andean
Gallo de Penas is shy and not easy to see and that is
why this sighting was so unexpected and satisfying.

We were high in the forested Andes of Northern
Peru walking down the road where our guide knew
mixed flocks regularly came through. The forest
dropped away to a valley teeming with birds, and
we could see rock formations in the distance
indicating a river and
a sybaritic birding
environment. [ was
absorbed with looking
through my
binoculars when the
guide yelled, “Cock
of the Rock over your
head!” I snapped
around but missed it and cursed silently. We
continued walking and enjoying the mixed flock
when the guide yelled at me, “Cock of the Rock
over the road again!” Again [ missed it. Just a
glimpse of its unique disk-like orange-red head
feathers coming down and covering its beak like a
cartoon character would have been fine.

The name comes from where the female nests (in
the rocks of inaccessible areas), and if the ones I
missed were headed home, there was no chance of
my seeing them. Not only are they colorful and
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unusual, but they help the forest grow by spreading
undigested seeds. But luck was with me. We were
listening to its call from what appeared to be a
quarter mile away and hoping that one would fly
across our field of vision when we were startled to
see one sitting on a branch not more than 60 feet
away. It was almost as if he gave up giving me
chances to see him in flight and just sat there
waiting for my eyes to see the brilliance of his
feathers. I was grateful because I had given up
seeing their early morning dancing at the lek and
had also missed two flybys. But, I now have it on
my life list. Thank you very much!

IT’S ALL IN THE SETTING!
by Jay Hudson

The weather was splendid that first week of
January. We were five miles out on the New
Dungeness Spit where Barbara and I were volunteer
lighthouse keepers at the 1857 New Dungeness
lighthouse at Sequim, Washington. We had been
taken out in a 4x4 at midnight and low tide with a
week’s worth of food, binoculars, a camera and a
bird book. What we had anticipated was a week of
wild weather, little wildlife and boring long days.
What we got was just the opposite. The history of
lighthouse keepers is one of hardship, loneliness,
wicked weather, poor wages, starvation and
desperation thrown in with beautiful sunsets, being
close to nature and the satisfaction of saving lives.
Thankfully we missed all the historical bad times.

We saw many sea birds against the mid-winter
light, adding some to our life lists, and took long,
brisk and invigorating walks between polishing the
brass of the light and cleaning the buildings. From
the walkway around the powerful light 86 steps up,
we watched a submarine and other navy ships along
with freighters, tankers and pleasure craft. The
second day a Bald Eagle landed on a large
driftwood tree root at the spit’s end and stayed for
days. When it faced Canada, I felt it had come to
protect us, and we had nothing to fear from our
neighbors across the waters. Each morning I would
take a cup of coffee and sit on the porch of our New
England-styled keeper’s house, letting the rising sun
warm me. I would look north, and there would sit
my protector, my assurance that the day would be a
good one.

I’ve never been a carrier of a talisman, always
believing you usually make your own luck, but that
eagle, even though it was 300 yards away, seemed
20 feet tall, seemed talisman-like, and when it
looked my direction in the setting sun as a war ship
went to sea, I smiled. (Poetic license)

President’s Pipeline (continued from Page 2)

Unfortunately, due to development and exploitation,
the Great Salt Lake continues to die a “death by a
thousand cuts.” A recent USGS study has found
increased levels of methyl mercury in the lake water
and biota. The proposed Great Salt Lake Mineral
Company expansion would be much more than a
small cut and I intend to vigorously oppose it. The
Great Salt Lake ecosystem has suffered enough.
Let’s preserve what remains. Let’s not allow the
Great Salt Lake to deteriorate further! For
additional information on the GSLM expansion go
to The Friends of the Great Salt Lake website:

www.fogsl.org
Paul Merola

Do you know any budding birders?

See Paul Merola’s Facebook page:
“Young Birders of Northern Utah”

Welcome New Members
Lynn Carroll

Please join us in welcoming those who have recently
joined Audubon and/or our chapter:

R. Boyce Carlson Susan McCrady
Susan Cummings R. B., Northridge HS
Jill & Russ Dean Tom McPartland
Eileen D Edwards Deborah Perry

Judy Ensign Charissa Roach
Britney Fromeyer Nicole Roberson
Caryn Gabel Sheila Vanhoosen
Roberta Glidden Irma Ward

Sherry Hall Cathy Welch

Janice Hinckley Dr. Sandra Whitfield
Elise Ipson Susan Winter

Ed Kinter Kim Wixon

Jennifer Martens

Hope to see you at our next meeting or field trip.

¥
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CALENDAR

All activities listed below are open to the public.
No fees are charged for any event unless noted.

For further information on
Meetings: Jack Rensel 399-0240
Field Trips: Les Talbot 731-4925
Bird Walks: Mort Somer 782-5668

March

3 Wednesday 8:30/9:00am Bird Walk
Pineview Area: Meet at 8:30 at Dylan’s (12" &
Monroe) for breakfast or at 9:00 to carpool. Where we go
depends on conditions on the ground in Ogden Valley.

10 Wednesday 8:00/8:30am Bird Walk

Kays Creek Parkway: Meet at 8:00 at McDonald’s
(5745 S. Harrison) for breakfast, or at 8:30 to carpool.

13 Saturday 10:00am-3:00pm Tundra Swan Day
Come to Compton’s Knoll at Salt Creek WMA between
10:00 am and 3:00 pm. Wasatch Audubon members will be
assisting DWR personnel there. Call Jack Rensel (399-
0240) for more information. DWR personnel will also be
at Farmington Bay WMA from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

16 Tuesday 7:00pm WAS Meeting

Don Paul will present his wildlife experiences during “An
Auto Tour of Alaska, Summer of 2009” at the Ogden
Nature Center (966 W 12"). (See front page side bar for
details.)

17 Wednesday 8:00/8:30am Bird Walk

Perry Nature Park: Meet at 8:00 at McDonald’s
(Washington & 2600 N, N. Ogden) for breakfast or at 8:30
to carpool.

20 Saturday 8:00am Field Trip
Blue Creek Reservoir, Howell Valley, and Salt

Creek: Meet at Harmon's (2nd Street) at 8:00. Bring a
lunch and water. Target birds will be raptors. This will
probably be our last chance to see Rough-legged Hawks
until next winter.

24 Wednesday 8:00/8:45am

Bird Walk

Two Rivers Trail: Meet at 8:00 at the Country Market

Restaurant (Take 1100 W north from 21* St. to Flying
J/Conoco Plaza on left) for breakfast or at 8:45 to carpool.

31 Wednesday 7:45/8:15am Bird Walk

Riverdale Trail (South): Meet at 7:45 at
McDonald’s (Riverdale Rd. & 900 W) for breakfast or at
8:15 at the trailhead parking lot. (From Riverdale Rd.,
south on 700 W. for one block, left on 4600 S to lot on
right at end of road)

April

6 Tuesday 7:00pm Board Meeting
The Board of Directors meets at 7:00 at the Ogden Nature
Center (966 W 12™). All members are welcome.

7 Wednesday 7:30/8:00am Bird Walk

Box Elder CG & Mantua: Meet at 7:30 at
McDonald’s (1838 W 2700 N, Farr West, east of I-15, Exit
#349) for breakfast or at 8:00 to carpool.

14 Wednesday 7:30/8:00am Bird Walk

Willard Bay: Meet at 7:30 at McDonald’s (1838 W
2700 N, Farr West, east of [-15, Exit #349) for breakfast or
at 8:00 to carpool.

20 Tuesday 7:00pm WAS Meeting
Dr. Dan Bedford, a Weber State University professor, will
discuss “Global Warming and Utah’s Birds” at the Ogden
Nature Center (966 W 12™). (See front page side bar for
details.)

21 Wednesday 7:30/8:00am Bird Walk

North Arm Wildlife Viewing Area: Meet at 7:30
at Dylan’s (12" & Monroe) for breakfast or at 8:00 to
carpool.

24 Saturday 5:30am Field Trip

Leks & Loons by Les: Meet at 5:30 at the DWR
Office (515 E. 5300 S., Ogden). This is our annual trip to
the Greater Sage Grouse Lek. We will also look for Loons
at East Canyon Reservoir. We’ll end the trip with brunch at
the Spring Chicken Inn.

28 Wednesday 7:30/8:00am Bird Walk

South Ogden Nature Park: Meet at 7:30 at
McDonald’s (5745 S. Harrison) for breakfast or at 8:00 to
carpool.

May

5 Wednesday 7:30/8:00am Bird Walk

Swanson Environmental Center: Meet at 7:30 at
McDonald’s (Washington & 2600 N, N. Ogden) for
breakfast or at 8:00 to carpool.
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