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May/June 2023 

The Mountain Chickadee     ________   Wasatch Audubon Society 

Note:  Arrangements for carpooling will be your own responsibility. 

Accessibility: Walks are no more than 1 1/2 miles, unless otherwise 

noted. See end of calendar for explanation of accessibility codes lo-

cated at the end of each event.  

 

MAY 

3  Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

Farmington Bay: Meet on 1325 W (entrance to Farm-

ington Bay Waterfowl Management Area), not GSL Na-

ture Center. Accessibility: R U L Leader-Colin 

  

10  Wednesday 7:00 bird walk 

Antelope Island: Lady Finger Point trail: Meet in the 

Lady Finger Point trail parking lot. Take a right at the end 

of the causeway and follow the road 0.6 miles to 

the  parking lot on the right. Fee Area. R U M  

 

16 Tuesday 7:00pm WAS Meeting 

Ogden Nature Center or remote 

As we await a commitment from a speaker, plan to be 

surprised! 

 

17  Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

Buffalo Ranches Trail:  Meet at the corner of Ranch Rd. 

and Prairie View Dr. (residential neighborhood—park on 

street). We will cross the Legacy Highway dirt road con-

struction and walk to the Buffalo Ranches ponds on the 

west side of the new highway. U–rough surface, B, L  

 

21 Saturday all day Great Salt Lake Bird Festival 

It’s not too late to enjoy many activities at the Festival. 

And today is family day! Head out to the Wildlife Educa-

tion Center located at 1157 S. Waterfowl Way (1100 W 

Glovers lane) Farmington. See advertisement on pg. 6 

for more details. 

 

24  Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

Bountiful Pond: Take the 500 South exit off Legacy 

Highway, turn west; then follow the frontage road around 

and back to the north. A pre-bird walk species search will 

be held.  Meet in the parking lot.  More serious birders 

meet at 6:00 a.m. Those arriving at 7:00 a.m. meet the 

early group around the pond. R P/U L B  

CALENDAR 
May/June 2023 

31  Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

West Weber Playa: Take Exit 339 from I-15, contin-

ue on to UT-39 West, take 900 South to 9350 West 

and drive to the end of the road. U L  

 

JUNE  
6 Tuesday  7:00pm WAS Board Meeting 

Held remotely. 

 
7 Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

Winter’s Grove Nature Trail/Old Jefferson Hunt 

Campground area: Turn left just after Chris’ restau-

rant in Huntsville. UT-39, turn on 7450 East. U L   

  

14 Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

Woodland Park: Farmington. 300 South 200 East in 

Farmington. R P/U L B  

 

20 Tuesday 7:00pm WAS Meeting 

Ogden Nature Center or remote 

Jonathan Creel, Director of Ogden Nature Center, will 

present on a recent birding trip to either Alaska or 

New Zealand. 

 

21 Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

GSL Shoreline Trail boardwalk, West Layton:  

1002 S 3200 W. Take Gentile St. west and turn left 

on 3200 W, follow to end of the road, look for the 

boardwalk trail.  R P/U B L   

 

24 Saturday 8:00am field trip 

Bird the Donner/Mormon Trail: Meet at the DWR 

office, 515 E 5300 S (Adams Ave) in South Ogden.  

We will caravan to Henefer where we will pick up the 

trail, follow it to East Canyon Reservoir and go on to 

Jeremy Ranch Road (a dirt road).  We will spot histor-

ical markers and birds along the way, ending at Mor-

mon Flats. Target birds: Bald Eagle, Golden Eagle, 

American Dipper. Bring water and a lunch. Leader-

Dan  This trip is mostly done by driving with occa-

sional restroom break. 

 

28 Wednesday 7:00am bird walk 

Ogden Nature Center: 966 West 12th Street in Og-

den. Fee Area. R P/U B L  
 

 

Continued on pg. 5 
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May/June 2023 

The Mountain Chickadee     ________   Wasatch Audubon Society 
Calendar     continued from pg. 4 

 

JULY 

5  Wednesday 7:am bird walk 

Pineview Reservoir North Arm Natural Area: 

The north area of Pineview Reservoir, off of UT-

167 in Eden. R P/U B L   

Accessibility Codes for walks and trips 

R - Restroom available P/U Combination  

P - Paved trail  L - Level trail 

U - Unpaved trail M - Moderately level trail 

B - Benches available 

CONTACTS FOR WALKS AND TRIPS:  Dan Johnston  

801-645-8633,  John Bellmon 801-444-3704,  Ben Johnson 

801-231-7008  

Conservation Corner 

Water and the Willard Spur 
by  Keith Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Willard Bay 

Lighting flashed and thunder rumbled while rain came 

down in sheets. Luckily my birding buddy and I were 

in a dry and protected vehicle. Thousands of avocets, 

stilts, ducks, godwits, and other water loving birds did-

n’t seem to mind the downpour. I was thinking about 

thundershowers and rain, but this spring (2023), we 

are thinking of record-breaking snow fall.  First, water 

is our lifeline. Even those dreamers who search for 

possible life on exo-planets concentrate their efforts 

on “rocky worlds with liquid water.” Life on earth is 

water based and assumed to be on other planets. 

This factor only exaggerates the importance of the  

hydrology of the Willard Spur— as just an appendage 

of the GSL. A current cultural buzzword is sustainabil-

ity, but that does not equate with stability. Change, as 

related to instability, often adds resilience to a func-

tioning ecosystem and determines the diversity of 

habitats and birds in the area. With these thoughts 

come questions about the what, where, and value of 

the Willard Spur from a biodiversity viewpoint and the 

overall health of the GSL. 

 

The Willard Spur is a significant contributor, both eco-

logical and hydrological, to the 142,269 acre Bear Riv-

er Bay Globally Important Bird Area. The Bear River 

drainage provides about 40% of the water required to 

maintain a functioning Great Salt Lake (GSL), thus 

important on several levels of scale. Fresh water in-

flow is a key factor promoting the diversity and 

productivity of the Willard Spur. Occasionally the GSL 

reaches levels that flood the area with salt water. 

We’re reminded of the high water of 1983 and again in 

1998. Each of these periods resulted in a saltwater 

covered Willard Spur. However, as this is a rare event 

and may be even rarer with climate change, I will di-

rect my discussions of characteristics, threats, and 

management options to the of years when the spur is 

under the influence of fresh water flows. In recent 

years the Willard Spur has been dry and in danger of 

being a contributor to the valley’s toxic dust storms. 

However, variability is still the key. We hope the 

spring/summer of 2023 will rejuvenate areas like the 

Willard Spur. 

 

The diversity of the spur is defined largely by the 

“flushing” flows of the spring runoff. Very little infor-

mation was available for the Willard Spur prior to the 

demand for a Willard/Perry joint wastewater treatment 

facility. With this facility plan came the need for eco-

logical and water quality thresholds as a baseline for 

issuing of the required permits for plant operation. 

Management targets were established for the spur to 

help monitor the impacts/contributions of the 

wastewater treatment plant. First, the spur was de-

fined as a freshwater wetland estuary of the Bear Riv-

er Bay, thus for the GSL being below 4211 feet in ele-

vation. Then, three “seasonal” habitats were recog-

nized – submerged wetlands (during spring runoff), 

fringe wetlands (low brackish water with isolated 

patches of vegetation), and mudflats (usually mid to 
     continued on pg. 6   


